
Primary Consumer: The
grasshopper is a herbivore
that  consumes producers
and is also eaten by higher

level consumers. 

The sun creates a lot of
energy and gives some of it

to plants for animals to eat.

Consumer: This garter
snake consumes other

animals to get its
energy.

Consumer: This hawk is a
carnivore. He gets his energy

from eating meat. Do you
think any of these animals

could eat him? 

Consumer: This American
Bullfrog is an insectivore
and gets its energy from

insects.
Producer: plants like

grass produce their own
food with energy from

the sun. 

Food Chains: It’s all about energy
Use the pictures and descriptions below to fill in the food web at the bottom for this

North American habitat. 



The sun isn’t always listed on a
food chain, but it is where all
of the energy comes from that

travels down the chain. 

The snake would be a tertiary
consumer because it eats the
secondary consumer. These

animals are typically
carnivores. 

Plants produce their own
food with energy from the

sun. Think about the
produce section of the

grocery store. 

The hawk in this chain would be a
quaternary consumer or apex predator.

Only 10% of the energy is passed down the
chain. Then the prey and predator expend
energy so these predators only receive
about .01% of the energy that started

the chain.

The bullfrog would be a secondary
consumer because they eat the insects

that eat the plants. Secondary
consumers can be omnivores,  but they

must consume other animals.  

The animal in any food chain that is
an herbivore is called a primary

consumer. This level gets the most
energy of any consumers because they
don’t have to hunt down their food.

answer key

Sun Grass Grass-hopper Bullfrog Snake Hawk

Why do the arrows go that way? Does that mean the sun eats the grass? 
Have you ever seen a chubby cheetah? Why do you think that is?
Can you explain this food chain in your own words? 
What do you think would happen if we removed _____ from this food chain? 
How much energy would the grasshopper receive in this food chain? (10%)
Can you make a food chain with the animals you saw at the zoo? 


